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DISCOURSE 
| Former Parliament, 


=== Hare, according to 
yl my ſmall ability,and 
>| the ſhortneſs of time, 
fulfilled your com- 


SS or, S$=Z1 plain Diſcourſe con- 
"-cerning the ancient 

opinions and eſtecme of Engliſh PARL 14+ 
MENTS (forthat was albwhich you deficed) 
without any refle&tion npon the procec- 
dings .of this preſent Parl:ament : accept 
A 2 | it 
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- (a) 

Js. 3 plaine petce of common talk, whick 
Qt peep delivered, bad 1 beene pre- 
ſent with you :_ Such diſcourſes need 00. 
dreſle of Rhetorique. 


T He conſtitution of- our Etgliſh Monarchy 
is by wiſe men <fteemed one of the beſt in 
Eurape , as well for the ſtrength and honour of 
the Nrincez. 3s the ſecuritic and freedome of the 
People ;-and the Baſis, on which both are foun- 
ded, is the conveniencie of that great Councell, 
the High Court of PakLiaminy, 

Without which neither can the Prince enjo 
that honour and felicitie, which Philip de Comm:- 
nes, 2 forrainer, {Oo much admires, where he deli- 
vers what advantages the Kings of Excr and have 
by that Repreſentative Body of their people, by 
whoſc-affiltance is; any aRion they can neither 
want meanes, or lofe repntation. Nor on the 0- 
ther ſide, can the people have any. poſſibilitie of 
pleading their owne Tights and liberties. For in 
the 1»terim berweene Parliaments, the People are 
too ſcattered and confuſed a body, to appeare in 
vitdication of their proper iaterefts ; and by too 
fong abſence of ſuch Aſſemblies they would loſe 
ell. For (iz fuz:iw obſerves) Populus 8utboritatem 
ſuam tacett non utendo emitted ; fic plerumque acc- 
dit ut quod omnes curare tenentwyr curet nemo, quod 
omnebu cimiſ[um eſt, uemo ſibi commendgatum putet.; 
The People inſenfibly loſe cheir power for _ 
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(3) 
of uſing tt : for ſo it happens,thatwhat all ſlionld 
| look after , no man does 3 what is commitred to 
all, no man thinks his owne charge. | 
And in that 1»terim ir happens,that thoſe Op- 
timates Regni (as he (peaks) who under the Prince 
are entruſted with Government, meaving Coun- 
cellours, Judges, and other great Magiſtrates, ci- 
ther through teare, flatterie, of privare corrupri- 
- on ,: doe often betray the peop'cs rights to the 
Prince. 
The-ſtate of government ſtanding thus 3: If di- 
. kempered times happen to be ( as our Chronicles 
have ſhewed ſome ) where by diffention betweene 
. Prince and People ,- the Kingdomes ruine hath 
/becne endangered, itdoth not.ſo much provethar 
the Engliſh government .is not, the beſt,as that the 
beſt government maybe abuſed. For in-everic 
_ Monarchy , how limited ſoever , the Prince his 
perſon is inveſted with ſo-much Majeſtie;tbartt 
would fceme a mockerie in State , 'if there were 
no conſiderable power entruſted into his hayds'; 
yea, ſo-much as that, if be be bad or weak; he may 
endanger the ruine of the Kingdome 3 ſo neceſſary 
is it for all humane ordinances, 'how wiſe ſoever, 
to leave ſomewhat toChancezand to have alwayes 
need of recourſe to God), for his aſſiſting or curing 
'Providence.. | org VET: gi 
And thoughthe Kingdome of England, by ver- 
tue of the government thereof, will be as bardly 
bronglt intoa Confuſion, as any in-Europe 3 yet 
:11-56 45 ng warrant againſt the poſſibility of it. 
| A.3 For. 
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2 For it was ever heretofore'ſeene, that cur Par- 
l;amears were rather a trevgth and advantage to 
an honcurable wiſe Prince, than a remedy againſt 
a bad or weake one 3 or, if wee change the expreſ- 
ſion, they were rather an excellent diet to preſerve 
a good raigne in ſtrength, than Phyſick to cure a 
bad ore 3 and therefore bave' been as much loved 
by ſound and healthy Princes, as loathed by them 
that were out of temper 3 the later bavingt _ 
them a depreſſion of their dignitie.: as the for- 
mer have eſteemed them an advantage 'to their 
ſtrergrh. So that in ſuch times only the true con- 
venience of that great Councell hath been percet- 
ved by England, and admired by forreine Au- 
thors : inthe ocher times it was, that thoſe wittie 
complaints have been in faſhion (as Sir Robert 
Cotton ſpeaks of a bad time) that Princes in Par- 
liaments are leſſe than'tbey ſhould be, and 'Sub- 
jecs greater. But on the contrary, that they have 
been an advantage to. Kings, the conſtant Serves of 
our, biſtorie will ſhew. -1. | By thoſe great at- 
- \Chzevements which they have enabled our wiſe 
Kings to make, who were moſt conſtant in calling 
rhem, and conſenting rothem. 2. That no one 
Prince was ever yet bappie without the uſe of 
It may therefore ſeeme a Paradox, that any 
Prince ſhould diſaffe& that -which. is fo high an 
advantage to him, and a great wonJer, that ſome 
;Kings of :England , not vicieus-in their diſpoſitt- 
ORs , nor. very ſhallow 4n Their — 
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heve-ſo-much kicked againſt. Parliaments. And 
that-ſuch have bcen (betote we fhew' what reaſons 
may;be-ot it) ſee the charaRers of ſome Þri:.ces, 
whale-ſucccfioand fortunes areknowneto nll that 
readthg biſtories,as they are delivered by Peolrdore 
Virgih-who in his fixceenth book. ſpeaks thus of 
Hegry the third : Fuit ingento miti,, anime maps 
nobili. quan magno, cxltor religianis, adterſus tnozes 
liberalis, Hee was of a _=_ nature, a mind ra- 
ther noble: than great, a lover of religion, and li- 
berall to the Poore- 

: Ln hiscighteeanh- Book! chus of Edzard the ſe- 


cond.;- Futt 174 naturd bong, irgenium mite, quem. 


prims javenili errere alum in leuiora ugtiaintidens 


tem, tandem tu graviora malorum conſuctudines & 
conlilia traxerunt, Nomdeerant ills aning wires fi 
repuziatis.mals ſuaſoribu illus juſit exercarſſet. He 
was of a good nature and mi'd diſpofition , who 
firſt bythe errours and raſhneſſe efyoub falling 
into ſmall faults, was afterwards drawre intogrea- 
ter, by. the ſoCierie and counſels of wicked men: 
There was not wamting in him a ftrevgth of mind, 
if avoyding evillcounſell , hee could: have made a 
juſt uſe of it. 

And, in- his twentieth Book thus of Ryicherd 
the ſecond 3 Feit in.1lloſpiritns non wilis, quem con- 
ſociarum improbits , & inſulſitas- extinxit. Hee 
was of a ſpirit not;lgiv or baſe, - bur. ſuch as was 
quyxe deſtroyed ,by the wickedneNe and folly of 

ppic Couſociates. - | 

. A,xeaſon of this accident may be , _ 
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(6) 
'ſoules, though not vicious, have not been fo large} 
nor their —_— ſo publike, as their cal- 
ling) hath required 3 but being too much manci- | 
pared tq rivate fancies and'unhappy Favourites, ' 

and long flattered in thoſe affe&ions under the 
ſpecious name of firmneſle in friendſhip, ( not 
being told. that the adaquare obje& of a Prince 
his love ſhoukbbe the whole people, and that'they 
who recoive pnblike homonr, (ſhould rerurne a'pe- 
nzrall love and care) they havetoo much neglec- 
ted the Kingdome, and grow at laſt afraid to look 
'theirfacesinſotrue aglafſe' as a Parliament , and 
flying the remedy,encreaſe the diſcaſe;till it come 
to that unbappie height,that rarher then acknow- 
ledgeany unjuſt aRion, they ftrive for an unjuſt 
pawer to giveit countenance,and ſo by 2 long con- © 
Fgenct borume hardly reconcilable to a'Parlia- 
mehtarie way. > 1) 
Such Princes (though it may ſeeme ſtrange ) 
have becne a greater affli&ion to this'Kingdome' 3 
than thoſe who have beet moſt wicked, and more 
 incnrable for theſe reaſons, 1* They have not 
becn ſo.conſcious to themſelves of great crimes 5 
and therefore are not ſo apr to be ſenfibleof whar 
they have bcene accidentally made to doe agaitoRt 
their people by evill counfell, whoſe poyſon thets- 
ſelves did not perfe&ly underftand. ' And there- 
forethey are more-proneto ſuſpe@ the people,as 
ubkinIro them; than chetwſthves as favltie, 2nd fo | 
the more hardly drawne to repent their a&ions,or | 
meet heartily witha Parliafnent. * 2.” The _ 
mY reaſon 
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repſoy is from the People , who-nayural;;ooks 
with honour upgn the SCE.s and when ey un 
none or few perſonall vices in him ( 001, onſide- 
ring that the true vertues of Princes, hy; a.lar- 
extent than, thoſe of private men) ill more” 


be brought to,think , : ta enter 


ingly ſuffcr for it, that he is faultie 3 and ther- 
fore ſometimes { which would hardly bebeleeved 
.if experience had not ſhewed it ) the People have 
been ſo teſh. as that ro maintaine for the King a0 
anjuft Prerogative, which chem(clves.under Rand 
nor, they have to their owne rage, andthe Kings 
tao (as it hath after proved ) deſerted that greas 
Contcell whom themſelves have choſen ,: and.by 
whom only theycould be preſerved ia their ju 
rights 3 untill £00 late, for the Kings happineſſe 
and ox = they have ſeene and repeated their 
eX.to0lly. | "HS 75 6 0 
- Snch a.deſertion was tod ſadly ſeene at the end 
of that Parliatnenc of Eywax » the ſecond, where 
the two Spencers were baniſhed, and the tragicall 
effe&s that followed,when the King found ſo great 
a partie: both of Clergie and. Laitie, as enabled 
him to call home againe his baniſbed Favourites, 
and. proved fatall to. fo many Parliamestaric 
Lords, as the like execution of Nobilitie bad ue- 
ver before bzene ſeene in Exapany :, ever whole 
graves the People afterwards wept when-it was 
tos late y/ and proceeded furrher 1a their revevge, 
than became. the datic and allegiance of Subje&s. 
lt is therefore a great mil Derons to England, 
an 


(d) 
and almoſt acertaine calamitie, when the difiem< 
pers of govertiment have been let grow ſo longs 
chat for their cure they muſt need a long Parliz- 
ments For there are no wayes,how juſt, how mo- 
derate ſoever they be, which that grear. Councet1- 
can take (if they go far enough to-:make the cure) 
but will provoke; cither by the meanes , or the 
length of ther, the Prince bis impatience, or the 
Peoples ihconſtancic. Th 
For the firſt; the Delinquents murft needs be 
many andgreat, andthoſe imployed; and per- 
* Chance bigkily favoured by him, befidesthe re- 
flexion which is made upon his judgment by 
cheir ſufferings, and that will be one reaſon of his 
impatience- | | 
Another is , that many Prerogatives which : 
were not indeed inherent in the Crowne, but ſo 
thonght by the Prince , and by him and his bad 
Councell long abuſed, to the prejucice of the 
People, with ſome ſeeming advantage to him 
(though well weighed they brought none)are then 
aftera long ſufferance called in queſtion, | 
For the people are ufedto ehtruſt kind Prin-. 
ces with many of theix owne rights and —_— 
ges, and never call for them againe till they have 
beene extremely abuſed. © Bur at ſuch atime to 
make all cleare after fo long a reckoning ( and 
thoſe long reckoningy in State being common! 
fatall 3 for Parliaments have ſeldome been dif 
continued, but by fach Princes whoſe govern- 
ments in the /»#ermm have been very gaiNeney 


(9) 
uſually.queftion ſo'much,as that the Prince thinks 
himſelfe hardly deale withall, ſuch a Prince as we 
{poke of, who not bad in himſe!fe , but long miſ- 
led by wicked counſell, was not enough ſenfble of 
the injuries be had done. bo 

The ſecond obſtacle that ſuch Parliaments 
may find is the Peoples inconſtancie 3 and what 
age is not full of ſuch examples which before we 
name, let us conſider whether there be any rea- 
ſon for it Þ This perchance may be one, that the 
People naturally are lovers of noveltie , affeRing 
with greedineſſe every change,and againe loathing 
it when it ceaſes to be a noveltie Long-diſconti- 
nued and reforming Parliaments ſecmes to carrie 
the face of a change of government, and thoſs 
things wa ig happen which doe in the ſhift of 
Priaces, that ſome People may for a while flatzer 
themſelves with- new and ſtrange - hopes , that 
prove fruſtrate 5 or elſe with quicker redreffes of 
inconvenience , than the great concurrence of ſo 
many weightie buſineſſes car-pofſibly admit, how 
induſtrious ſoever that great Councell be, diftra- 
Red with ſo great a varictie 3 and the people afar 
ſome time ſpent, grow wearie againe of what be- 
fore they had ſo long wiſhed to ſce. Befides, the 
P<optc are inore and more poyſoned daily by the 
diſcourſes of the friends , kindred, - and retainers 
to ſo many great Delinquents,as muſt needs be 
ſucha Parliament : who, though they be no con- 
ſiderable party in reſpe& of he whok Com- 
mon-wealth , yer ply _ - particular —_—_ 
| 2 wit 


(10) 
with taore 6:pernefſe than moſi'dor che pblike; 
They ſubrilly perſwade the people; that whitſo- 
ever the Parliament does againſtthoſe'great De- 
linquents'is aided againſt the Kirgs honour; and 
zhar he is wounded thorow ttctr;fides.” Atd this 
opinion is ſomewhat furckered , whentbe Ptople 
ſce how many prerogatires of the Prince (as wee 
ſaid before) are after !ovg enjoyirg called ih que- 
Kioo. So that by this mteanes their inconſtahcie 
ſeemes to be grounded upon loyaltie rothe'King, 
and they '(perchance with honeſt , bur deceived 
-yoat grow-wearie of the great Councell of the 
CON 19-1 iq | 

Another reaſon may be , that the Prince. him- 
ſelfe averſe from ſuch a Parliament , for the rea- 
ſons aforeſaid , can find power enough to retard 
their proceedings, and keep off the cure of State 
ſo loop, till the People tired with expeRation of 
it, have by degrees forgot'the ſharpneſſe of thoſe 
diſeaſes, which before required it. 

By this means at laft, accidentally a miracle 
hath been wrought afcer a long Parliament,which 
1s, that the People have taken part with the great 
Delinquents againſt the Parliament 3 for noether 
reaſon; than becauſe thoſe Delinquents had done 
them moge wrong than the Parliament could ſud- 
gcnly redreſſe.' And ſo the multitude of thoſe 
rear Delinquents crimes hath turned to their 
owne advantage. # pars > | 

Bur in ſuch reforming Parliathents,upon whom 
{ſo much bufinefſe Iyes, not oncly the inconſtancie 
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ofthe P hen ſeene mbifloric , but rhe 
want EH Ne bf rhe Reprefenrarive Body u felf, 
and rhe diftraions of rbat Aﬀembly, whilſt they 
forſake each*orher under fo grear a burden, have 
ferthat burden faltdiſhonourably ro the ground. 
The moſt unhappie inſtance inthis cafe, was thar 
Paraliment of R/chardthe ſecond begun ar Weſt- 
minfter, afi4 adjcurnedto Strewsbuy in the nine- 

ponent joe of bis raigne3 2 Par!zament that dit- 
charged rheir truſt che worſt of any thar I rc ad of; 
"where there was a5 much need of conſtarcie and 
'magnanimitie as ever was, to redreſſe it ofe grear 
"diſtempers which were thcn growre vupcn tle 
State 3 andas much miſchicf- cn{ued by their de- 
fault, both vpon Prince 3nd People, which migte 
have beene well prevented , ard his happinefic 
wrought together with their owre (in the judge- 
'<ent of beſt Writers) if they had timely and 
conſtantly joyned together in maintaining the 
true __ of Parliament, and tcſifiing the ille- 
gall defires of their ſeduced King. Bur being fa- 
tally diftraged, the mayor part of Lords and Bi- 
ſhops wrought upon by the King, ard the Houſe 
of Commons too far preyailed with by Buſby the 
Speaker, and his Ioſtrumerts, tt.ey utterly deſer- 
ted the Common: wealth, and !cokirg only upon 
the Kivgs preſenr defire, afferted to ſuch thirgs 
as wade the Prerogative a thing boundleſle ; that 
be himſelfe (as the Storie reports) was beard glo- 
rying to ſay, That there was no free agd abſolute 
Monarch in Europe = himſelſe. Upon _ 

3 the 


- (12) 
che ſame bad Councell which had befors rough 
him out of love with Pathiaments , oronghs. [ 
to as great an abuſe of that powerwhich hee had 
now gotten overa Parliament, And then follow- 
edthe blank Charters, and other horrid extorti- 
ons,. beſides the ſuffering of ſome Lords , whom 
the people moſt loved 3 and ſhortly after , by a 
ſad conſequence, his owne ruine. Nor doe wee 
read that any of thoſe Lords, who under colour 
of Loyalty and love (as they called it) to his per- 
ſon, had trodden downe the power and priviledge 
of a PARLIAmanT under his feetyhad afterwards fo 
much Loyalty to him, as to defend his Crowne 
and Perſon againſt the force of an Uſurper, who 
without any refiſtarice or contradiQion unjuſtly 
aſcended the Royall Throne : the fad occaſion of 
that miſerable and cruell civill war , which in the 
following ages ſo long afflied this Kingdome of 
ExcrianD, This was the-worſt example of any 
Parliament 3 but-in other times , though bad 
. t00,, they have proved better Phyfick than any 
other earthly wayes or meanes could be 3 yet their 
greateft vertue and excellencie is ſeene, when they 
bave been uſed as a diet by honourable and juſt 
Princes, ſuck as this Nation hath been oftaa bleſt 
withz and ſuch who bavk though ir ao Aiſparager 
ment or depreflion of their dignitie, to be ruled 
by the ſway of that great Councell , than a wiſe 
. guider of a ſhip would think it-to follow. his 
Compaſſe, or any Mathematicianto b qireQed 
by his neceſſary rules and inſtruments. © 
| FINIS, 


